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September 198b has been 
scl"ecluleci as the target 
date tor the introduction 
ot a new bar education 
program in Quebec, which 
2 will entail major modifica- 
tions to the present sys- 
tem. The ramifications, as 
j. will be discussed in this 
j. article, will be of tremen- 
dous magnitude. 

it 

before addressing the 
proposed modifications, the 
r nature of the current 
scheme, as well as the un- 
derlying forces which have 
motivated the proposed 
changes must be fully ap- 
p predated, 
f. 

hor many years a power 
r. struggle has been waged 
between the Government of 
Quebec and Le barreau du 
Quebec regarding the con- 
trol and content of the 
professional education of 
future lawyers in the prov - 
C ince. In 197 y, the battle 
came to a head when "L'uf- 
■V fice des protessions ^ du 
gouvernement du Quebec" 
issued an "avis" recommen- 
ding that l'Ecole de la 
K Formation Protessionnelle 
r ’ du barreau du Quebec be 
abolished, that bar train - 
/ ing be given to the univer- 
sities, and that a tourth 
^ year be added to the three- 
J®’ y 0 ^r civil law programme. 
¥ phis tourth year would be 
oi r exclusively concerned with 
# teaching the "nuts ana 
. colts" ot the law. turth- 
er, it was proposed that 



the power to administer 
the program be vested in 
l'uffice des protessions. 

The net effect of this 
"avis"^was that le barreau 
du Quebec would be denied 
participation in the evalu- 
ation of luture lawyers who 
would ultimately be called 
to join their organization 
upon the completion ot this 



L'honorable Jacques - 
Yvan Morin, ancien ministre 
du gouvernement du Quebec 
et professeur de droit ^ a 
l'Universite de Montreal 
est venu faire un tour sur 
notre cote de la montagne 
le 2y octobre en tant que 
premier invite de l'annee 
du McGill Law Journal . M. 
Morin nous a presente un 
expose fort interessant 
intitule "Une constitution 
pour le Quebec?". Avec sa 
perspicacite habituelle, M. 
Morin a structure ses pro- 
pos en quatre grandes 
lignes. 

II a d'abord souligne 
que plusieurs^ 'Titats-mem- 
bres" de tederations a 
travers le monde possedent 
deja eux-memes des consti- 
tutions tormelles. 11 in- 
voqua l'exemple des cantons 
suisses, des Etats austral- 
iens et etasuniens et meme 
(mon Dieu!) de la Colom- 
bie-britannique. Feut-etre 
M. Morin a-t-U voulu ras- 



program. Instead, the Gov- 
ernment ot Quebec, through 
the vehicle of L'Uftice des 
professions would be given 
that power. 

In 1982, the McGill Law 
Students Association and 
those of other Quebec law 
schools submitted responses 
to this "avis." McGill 
Cont'd on p. 5 



surer son auditoire, des le 
debut de la presentation, 
en soutenant que proner une 
constitution quebecoise re- 
nouvelee ne sous-entejndait 
pas implicitement la resur- 
rection du Kassemblement 
pour l'independance nation - 
ale. 

Dans un deuxieme temps, 
M. Morin a jappele que le 
Quebec possede deja sa pro- 
pre constitution malgre le 
fait que celle-ci se trouve 
eparpillee "aux cjuatre 
coins de la bibliotheque". 
II souligna que cette con- 
stitution est composee des 
lois constitutionnelles 

britanniques adoptees entre 
I8b7 et 1982 qui^ traitent 
du Ganadaetdu Quebec, des 
lois tederales et prov in - 
ciales ay ant une vocation 
constitutionnelle oe cer- 
tains arrets des tribunaux, 
etc. 



Cont f d on pr 8 




QUEBEC BAR SCHOOL - 
ROPOSED MODIFICATIONS? 



Marcus 



Constitution Quebecoise 



I Quid Novi 



The Crepeau Legacy: The Elevation of Civil Law 

to the Status of Divinity 




pears ana makes grana en- 
trance. A sudden silence 
tails upon the court room. 
All eyes are riveted upon 
disciple, who is dressed in 
Roman attire, fitted with 
brush -type^ helmet and car- 
rying a Crepeau Code. 

Disciple: (panting) I'm 

sorry your Lordship, my 
chariot broke down on the 
Metropolitan. Like they 
say, better late than 
never. "Ratura non tacit 
saltus." 



your Lordship. My learned 
triend's statement should 
have read "nemo aduitur 
peculiarem testum nello 
tulium creditur puerum quae 
necessito" (Justinian book 
IV , Chapter * 3, Part 2, 
Clause 2, sub! paragraph b, 
linea 3. . . ) 

i fiwovrao, jubci 

Ctiet 

Urder! This is a COMMON 
LAW COURT! 1 shall not 
tolerate any Roman impuri- 
ties. You're out of order, 
counsel for defendant ! 

Disiciple: No you're out ot 
order! This whole court is 
out ot order! Uut of the 
natural order ot expression 
which was exclusively ves- 
ted in myselt by the right 
honourable P.A. Crepeau, 
inspired by the Institutes 
ot Justinian and the smell 
of Pothier's library. "Du- 
ra lex, sed lex. Abusus 
non tollit usum . . . " 

Chief Justice: (turning to 

fellow judge) Quick, get 
some help. This is ur- 
gent. 

fellow Judge: (acknowledg- 
ing request, speaks into 
intercom) Code y! Code y! 



by Tony Abruzzese 

Act II 

Narrator : Raving had the 

privilege of witnessing the 
training of a Civilian 
under Prof. Crepeau, one 
must ask: what does a cli- 
ent gain when he secures 
the services ot a Civilian 
lawyer solemnized by Prot. 
Crepeau? bimply this... 



Scene l.Ul.U(J2.(JUl 

Stage Directions : Curtain 

opens. V7e are now in a • 
court room. Three judges 
are sitting at the bench, 
and facing them, plaintiff 
and detendant in their re- 
spective places. whereas 
plaintiffs lawyer is ready 
to address the court, the 
disciple, representing de- 
fendant, has yet to show 
up. Ris absence causes 
confusion and concern. 

Chief Justice: (wondering 

out loud) Where in bloody 
hell is counsel for defen- 
dant? (furious) The pro- 
ceedings should have begun 
two hours ago. 



Plaintiff: (sarcastic) Your 

honour, no one else but my 
husband would hire an in- 
competent lawyer, (pointing 
at husband) Does this mean 
I can't divorce that scum- 
bag * today? 

Defendant: (in reply) I'll 

be damned it 1 have to 
spend one more minute mar- 
ried to you . . . 

Plaintitt: but I am already 
damned. I've been damned 
tor the last lb years, 
Rarold. . . 

chiet Justice: (intervenes 

while counsel consoles 
plaintiff) urder! Uraer! 

btage Directions : boon 

thereafter, disciple ap - 



Chief Justice: (loud) but 

who is this... JURLR? (to 
disciple) Are you counsel 
tor defendant? 

Disciple: Affirmative, your 

lordship. Not only that, I 
am cum sum laude baccalar- 
ium civ ilium . . . 

Defendant's Counsel: (in- 

tervening) I object your 
Lordship. The counsel's 
conduct and dress should be 
reprimanded. I submit re- 
spectfully and without pre- 
judice to the foregoing 
(sic) that the rule "nemo 
auditur stupidus" should 
apply at once. 

Disciple: I counter -object. 



btage Directions : Just as 

this is announced, 2 ambu- 
lance orderlies arrive, 
bringing a straitjacket. 
The sound of a siren can be 
heard in the background. 
The orderlies then creep 
behind the disciple and get 
him into straitjacket, as 
he continues to recit latin 
maxims. finally realizing 
what is going on, disciple 
becomes furious, unly his 
voice can be heard now. 

Disciple: :You can pay tor 
this, PAUANb! I shall have 
;you whipped and ted to the 
lions. "L tu, brute!" "Ma- 
gister dixit : Lex est quod 
notamusl ! 11 

Cont‘d on n„ 3 
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SEARCH FOR TRUTH 



by Sandra Stephenson 

when a lawyer abdicates 
his Responsibility to 
Judge, he becomes a proles - 
sional bickerer. proles - 
sional bickerers are people 
whose skills in picking 
tights, discerning violated 
rights in every occurrence 
and generally being dis- 
satisfied, have been honed 
to a tine edge. These 
skills, in my humble opin- 
ion, are not an asset to 
any lawyer except the one 
who is prepared to argue 
any case in order to tatten 
his pocketbook. 

They are an obstacle to 
Justice. 



in society, but two double 
sell -interests. Oetting 

credit tor ivioots is the 
same as getting paid tor a 
caseload (and the pitiful 
remuneration in Moots only 
sharpens the ability ot fu- 
ture lawyers to measure 
requisite ettort against 
remuneration. ) 

Instead the effort should 
be a reflection ot the de- 
gree of the lawyer's belief 
in the rightness of the 
side he is pleading. A 
lawyer should be able to 
say No to a cause he 
doesn't believe in at first 
sight, and especially if he 
still doesn't believe in it 
at second sight or third. 



Justice should represent 
the balance between two 
honest tendencies in soci- 
ety (note that the adver- 
sarial system reduces any 
problem to a duality rather 
than a plurality. in case 
anyone is under the illu- 
sion that democracy is plu- 
ralistic, that is another 
essay), in order for jus- 
tice to represent this bal- 
ance, it should be the out- 
come of a decision based on 
two points of view, which 
use past decisions and 
principles to illustrate 
their well-tounoeoness 

(bien-tonoe) . 

The present predominant 
practice is not to present 
two points of view at all, 
but to filter two points ot 
view (the clients') based 
on sell -interest through 
two think-tanks (the law- 
vers) wtict &re dlso moti 
vated Dy sell -interest. 
The judge is then expected 
to make sense oi it all. 



L’his practice is perpet- 
•eo at our Law bchool by 
i tradition ot Moots, 
oting, the two aaversar- 
ao not present to the 
3ge two honest tendencies 



There are many arguments 
against this -- what about 
the little guy who has all 
the evidence against him?; 
Lawyers must not be narrow- 
minded, but should repre- 
sent society's highest tol- 
erance level, etc. These 
arguments are based on the 
fear of propagating lorever 
and unquestioned the pres- 
ent status quo . 

because both sides rarely 
reflect on honest belief 
(witness all the cases 
which are decided on solely 
procedural grounds), the 
status quo is in fact much 
more lively to be perpetu- 
ated unreasonably. 

A real conflict between 
real beliefs is what makes 
good law, interesting read- 
ing tor law students, and 
the only valid basis tor 
litigation. Lawyers should 
be encouraged to have opin- 
ions, not to suspend them. 
They should also realize 
that reason and belief are 
not mutually exclusive. it 
would be better tor Justice 
it everyone knew where law- 
yers' oeliets really lie. 

The Moral tor our Law 
School: Mooters should have 
a choice ot Moot problems. 



Cont’d from p* 2 

Curtain Closes. 

Narrator: having witnessed 
this tragic scene, one may 
wonder what the moral ot 
the story is. The tact is, 
and this cannot be over -em- 
phasized, there is no moral 
when one is dealing with 
law. There is not even 
morality. we can only 
speculate on human fate, 
and we may thus wonder 
what has become of the au- 
thoritative Prof. Crepeau 
and his committed disciple. 

Lear not! Me Crepeau is no 
longer a professor, having 
become disgusted at the 
disrespect shown to the 
latin language and Roman 
law. he has preferred to 
join the ranks ot papacy, 
where he can freely promul- 
gate the latin tradition. 
As for our faithful disci- 
ple -- he will never again 
be the same. They say he 
has fallen victim to the 
system -- but as laithiul 
as he is, he has followed 
his master's footsteps, 
this time peddling latin 
dictionaries in the corri- 
dors ot the Vatican. 

Lights Dim. The End. 



POETRY 

Fleeing days 
warmed by rays 
oi Indian summer 
flower 

in the park. 

The empty wading pool 
shimmers adrift 
in a fresco 

of autumn colour 

Time becalmed in reverie 
fuses 

sea, sand, sun, 
boundaries 
dim. 

Equinox, 

summer's memory 
closes the days 
'til winter paints 
dawn light. 
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LETTERS 

BOOTING MOOTING 



An Open Letter to the Dean 

Dear Dean Macdonald, 

We would like to express 
our concern with the moot- 
ing programme and, in par- 
ticular, the way in which 
Mooting il was organized 
and conducted this year. 
The problem, as we see it, 
is threefold. 

Firstly, there were 
serious inadequacies with 
some ot the problems dis- 
tributed this year. Many 
were distinctly one-sided 
resulting in one team hav - 
ing an excellent case and 
the opposing team tinding 
it ditficult to make any 
argument at all, let alone 
one conducive to "good 
mooting". In addition, 
some problems had minor er- 
rors that could have been 
avoided through more care- 
tul drafting. 

These inadequacies were 
epitomized by the inexcu- 
sable state of Problem #2 
which was not only inade- 
quate but unworkable in the 
form in which it was sub- 
mitted. Only after consi- 
derable re-writing by a 
faculty member was it seen 
fit to return the problem 
to those working on it. 
That this could have been 
allowed to happen in a fac- 
ulty priding itself on its 
academic integrity is not 
only disturbing but incom- 
prehensible. 

becondly, we should men- 
tion the lack of participa- 
tion in judging by many 
faculty members. The 
guidelines ot the Moot 
Gourt Board stipulate that 
a professor shall sit on 
every bench; such was not 
always the case this year. 
Gould this be a sign that 



the faculty does not see 
this as a valid academic 
exercise? It mooting is so 
important that this faculty 
conducts two such exercises 
whereas most other facul- 
ties conduct only one, why 
is it so difficult for the 
Moot Gourt Board to secure 
faculty participation.? 

Thirdly, the Moot Court 
Board exhibited a general 
lack of administrative or- 
ganization. Three examples 
serve to illustrate this 
point: (i) although it 

should have been clear far 
in advance, the Board 
failed to recognize the 
conflict involved in as- 
signing problems during the 
Jewish holidays; (ii) even 
with the delay necessitated 
by this short-sightedness, 
the Board was seen haphaz- 
ardly recruiting judges at 
the last minute. Kather 
than have the schedule for- 
mulated tar in advance, the 
Board chose to patch it to- 
gether even after the fac- 
tums had been submitted, 
thus, many of us saw Board 
members pleading with fac- 
ulty and students in the 
hallways in order to com- 
plete their schedule on 
time; (iii) after the Prob- 
lem # 2 fiasco, the Board, 
for some reason, failed to 
reschedule the pleadings 
with respect to groups who 
had this problem. This re- 
sulted in some groups being 
asked to plead on the first 
Monday evening, only three 
days after completing their 

^ ^ oes not bode 
well for the professional 
appearance of the Moot 
Court Board to be seen con- 
ducting its business in 
such an embarassing fash- 
ion. 

we cannot help thinking 
Cont*d on p„ 7 
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BAR SCHOOL 

Cont ’ d from p . 1 . 

submitted a two -told recom- 
mendation to the ettect 
that the present bar train- 
ing program should be main- 
tained (this, in ettect, 
rejecting the "avis"), 
however, they went on to 
say that it changes were to 
be made to the program, 
there was no objection to 
the courses being given 
back to the universities, 
but that ultimate control 
over course content should 
be retained by l'Lcole de 
Formation Protessionnelle 
du barreau du Quebec. 



The other universities 
recommended that bar 
School be abolished. 
(Note: This was presumably 
done on the assumption that 
bar courses were a mere 
regurgitation of courses 
they had already been 
taught during law school -- 
a problem which we at 
McGill have never been 
forced to contend with.) 



It should be noted at 
this point that the "avis" 
is not law, and may never 
become law. 



Nonetheless, l'Ecole 

de Formation profession - 
nelle du barreau du Guebec 
has approached the recom- 
mendations postulated in 
the "avis" seriously and 
with caution, inevitably 
concerned that implementa- 
tion of the "avis" would 
mean an erosion of their 
sacred monopolization over 
bar education, and a tor - 
tiori over the number of 
lawyers that would enter 
the profession. 



In this regard, le bar- 
reau established a commit- 
tee (hereinafter referrea 
to as "le Gomite") to 
mulate some set of 
able response to 
and acrieve 

lowing oojectiv es . 

Uontrol over bar 



tor- 
accept- 
the "av - 
the toi- 



i) 



training, ana ultimately 
over entrance into the pro- 
fession would be retained 
by le barreau; and 

2) A restructured pro- 
gram would be introduced 
which would appease the 
Government and the majority 
of Guebec Law schools who 
so vehemently opposed the 
present bar training pro- 
gram. 

Pursuant to their man- 
date, on^ January 27, 1984, 
le Gomite adopted in prin- 
ciple the following general 
objective: 

"Gue le nouveau pro- 
gramme academique (curri- 
culum) de la formation pro; 
fessionnelle soit elabore 
sur la base de l'enseigne- 
ment des habilites perti- 
nentes a l'accomplissement 
des taches ou a l'exercice 
des tonctions de la profes- 
sion d'avocat (telles ^que 
entrevue, redaction, nego- 
ciation, recherche, preuve 
et representation dev ant 
les tribunaux, gestion de 
la pratique profession - 
nelle, etc.), par opposi - 
tion a la base d'un pro - 
gramme construit a partir 
de matieres de droit poslT 
tit 11 (emphasis added). 

In order to accomplish 
this objective, "le Gomite" 
has suggested + hat the 
course be divided into six 
main "skill -areas" believed 
essential to advocacy: 

1) D'etablir une rela- 
tion de consultation et de 
conseil; 

2) d'eitectuer ae la re- 
cherche tactuelle et juri- 
dique; 

8) de rediger des ecrits 
d'orare juriaique; 

4) d'agir a titre de ne- 
gociateur; 

b) de maitriser l'art de 
la representation; 

b) de gerer sa pratique 
protessionnelle; et^ 

7) d'appliciuer a sa pra- 
tique des regies de l'eth - 



ique protessionnelle (ob- 
jectif jpoursuivi concurrem- 
ment a chacun aes autres 
objectifs generaux). 

Le Gomite is at present 
in the process of defining 
the exact content of these 
six main "skill -areas", and 
preparing course materials. 
September 1985 has been 
scheduled as the target 
date tor the introduction 
of this program as a pilot 
project, with the inten- 
tion that it will thereaf- 
ter be integrated as the 
principal training pro- 
gram. 

however, a number of 
important questions remain 
unanswered by "Le Gomite": 

1) If the theme of the 

new bar program is to be 
the imparting of practical 
skills through a process 
called "l'apprentissage 

actif" (learning by doing), 
how will students be evalu- 
ated? 

2) what will be the fate 
of the stagiaire programme? 
was it not the intention of 
this program to give stu- 
dents an opportunity to ac- 
quire the very same skills 
that are now being prposed 
to be taught during bar 
school? Does this impli- 
citly suggest that the 
stagiaire program is not 
achieving its purpose, and 
should be redefined or 
abolished? 

8) what about ^ the ef- 
fects of "le Gomite's" pro- 
posal on university curri- 
culum? An underlying as- 
sumption of the new program 
is that students have been 
thoroughly introduced to 
the theoretical, as well as 
the mechanical aspects ot 
the law during their aca- 
demic training. 

It is submitted in re- 
sponse that, with the ex- 
ception of a tew law 
schools in Guebec, a vast 
Cont’d on pc b 



b Quid Novi 



JOE STAR 1208 JOE STAR 



i ou could say it was 
right out ot a iviacbett ean 
scene; dragon's breath 
covering the battlefield, 
Civilian gladiators doing 
battle with enemy bpartans. 
ies, it was a battle ot 
Biblical proportions 
Law I vs. the Interdicts, 
but who was to hold the 
jock-tateous title. On this 
cool evening, joe Star 
would only know. From his 
early morning beaver Lake 
runs, to the mid -morning 
snacks ot potato pancakes, 
to iinally his placid bat- 
tle glare, only J. Star 
believ ed . 

4 

The battle was fought 
through swamp and ice. The 
tide was to turn early. 
Civilian II receptor bruno 
"Two-way" Luguay was to 
pierce the armour of the 
Interdict secondary with 
patent catches and slash 
runs. Third year civilian 
import from Milan (3 years 
out of the Justinian Centra 
League) Storm Dionne was a 
Roman lion making numerous 
outstanding receptions, 
but what propelled such an 
awesome attack? In five 
words; Joe Star and Prairie 
Dog Carson. both were 
gladiators of epic propor- 
tions not seen since the 
days of David. The two 
hogs rambled for large 
gains surprising a napping 
Spartan blitz. Early in 
the first half, J.S. was to n 
score the go ahead touche. 

No doubt, the story on 
this calendar day had to be 
the civilian defence. Iron 
curtains they were all. 
The Interdict offence was 
raided tor three intercep- 
tions, one by R. Quonman 
(the Albertan Free Agent), 
bo Katz (the crafty face 
slidder), and P.P. Pamel 
(the Signalman). Along 
with the aerial defence, 
the front line guards held 
off the Interdict offence 



to minimal gains. The men 
ot the trenches deserving 
ot honourable mention in- 
cluded N. Eschleman, Little 
Peter, Set. Monster bamil- 
ian, James P. Dean, and the 
Vain. 

Under difficult condi- 
tions, the Civilian Corps 
prevailed. The Spartan 
effort was game, but on 
this evening a little 
lame. 

The Civilians were seen 
carrying their offensive 
and defense star, Joe Star 
away aloft mighty should- 
ers. They were heard chan- 
ting victory songs in the 
catacomb known to all war- 
riors as the T-Fiouse till 
the early dawn, punctuated 
with name ot Victory; Joe 
Star 12U8, Joe Star 
121 ) 8 . . . 

M. Monte Ciarallo 
BCL III 



Sauce for 
the Goose 

Rick Coossen's article 
[ "Grey Doorknobs, brass 
handles"] is very witty. 
Perhaps a touch too witty, 
and as a result self -re- 
vealing. Three summers of 
being "immersed in the 
grease and slime of the 
factory" may have soiled 
his hands, but if his 
musings are a yardstick, 
they have taught him little 
about the substance of his 
co-workers. 

For ten years before 
coming to Mccill I worked 
as a welder. During that 
time I experienced the 
friendship and trust of 
hundreds ot workers, with- 
out a doubt I met my fair 
share of outtoons and big- 



ots --a group Mr. ooossen 
was quick to recognize, 
iet I would venture to add, 
respectfully, that their 
number was not any greater 
than those we may find in 
any law faculty -- perhaps 
less! 

what I find offensive 
(all proportions guarded) 
in Mr. coossen's witty ar- 
ticle is the inference that 
workers, because of their 
lack of higher education, 
are little more than buf- 
foons, concerned with their 
problems of "drunken driv- 
ing, statutory rape, the 
KKK or the 25<h Pop mach- 
ine". More often than not 
I worked with men and wom- 
en who were concerned about 
Quebec's constitutional 

right to veto legal re- 
strictions on the right to 
strike, or the degrading 
effect of pornography. 

I suggest that it would 
be to the future lawyer's 
advantage to keep in mind 
that all our bCL's and 
LLb's give us is the oppor- 
tunity to practice a speci- 
fic skill, not a licence to 
belittle others who have 
different skills. One 

works with the civil code 
under his arms, the other a 
wrench -- this fact alone 
does not permit us to iden- 
tify the more intelligent. 



Asher Neudorfer 

The Most Quotable Quote 
of the Century 

"Mandate is very much 
like love, while it may be 
there it's better that one 
express the sentiment." 

Prof. Sarna 
business Associations 



Quotable Quote 

"we are learning that 
reasonable doubt does not 
mean reasonable doubt." 

Rrot. u.rey 
Evidence 
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MOOTING 

Cont'd from p. 4 



that these problems must be 
attributed in the end to 
the taculty itself. why is 
it that the taculty pre- 
scribes the mooting pro- 
gramme for students and 
then seemingly abdicates 
responsibility tor its 
functioning? There are 
guidelines in place, de- 
signed tor the effective 
operation of the mooting 
programme. Yet, these were 
obviously ignored. Their 
lack of enforcement was the 
result of inadequate super- 
vision which was ultimately 
the source of many, it not 
all, of this year's prob- 
lems. 

It would not be fair to 
criticize without providing 
some possible solutions. 
Thus, we propose the fol- 
lowing : 

1) There should be 
strict enforcement of exis- 
ting guidelines regarding 
procedural deadlines to be 
met by members of the 
board. As with any other 
academic exercise, blatant 
incompetence or failure to 
meet deadlines should re- 
sult in certain penalties, 
namely the withholding of 
credits for that course. 
In addition, with all due 
respect, it should be part 
of every professor's duty 
to sit on the Moot (Jourt 
bench. This would ensure 
fair treatment not only to 
all students concerned but 
also to those dedicated 
faculty members who at pre- 
sent must sit on two or 
three benches the week of 
pleadings. 

Z) There should be an 
increased involvement on 
the part of faculty in the 
selection of the members of 
the Moot Court board to 
guarantee their high qual- 
ity, reliability, and com- 
petence. 



3) Finally, there should 
be mandatory supervision by 
faculty members of the 
problem -writing. We pro- 
pose that faculty members 
be assigned to topics with - 
in their particular field 
of specialization to work 
closely with board members 
in drafting the problems. 
This would ensure better 
problems in general and 
would prevent the recur- 
rence of the sort of incom- 
petence which was so evi- 
dent in the drafting of 
Problem #2. While faculty 
member --student consulta- 
tion does occur at present 
on an ad hoc basis, this 
should be* a required , not a 
recommended, procedure. 

we feel that if these 
proposals were followed, 
there would be a higher 

academic and professional 
standard of mooting than 
has been the case in the 
recent past. This would 
lead to a greater partici- 
pation on the part of both 
students and faculty in 
this valuable program. 

The Moot Court board 
has a responsibility to all 
members of the first and 
second year classes. It is 
not one that should be ta- 
ken lightly since a great 
deal of time, effort and 
dedication is invested in 
the mooting process. Late- 
ly, this responsibility has 
not been exercised in an 
exemplary iashion. we hope 
that this letter will re- 
sult in serious discussion 
of these recent problems, 
in the interest not only of 
future students but of the 
reputation of the McCill 
Faculty of Law itself. 

Sincerely yours. 
Members of the LLB II class 
Endorsed in full by the BCL 
II class. 



The McCill law students 
have, for the past six 
years, operated a satellite 
branch of the McCill book- 
store. The branch is run 
by a volunteer student com- 
mittee and it supplies all 
of the textbooks to the 
McCill law community. Op- 
erating in this manner 
means that prices can be 
kept to a bare minimum; in- 
stead of selling at the 
publisher's list price a 
small percentage is added 
on to the cost price of the 
texts. 

Ftere is a price compar- 
ison of books that a first 
year student in the LL.b. 
program could be expected 
to buy: 

blacks's Law bictionary 
List Price -- $29. 9b 
Our Price -- $23.10 

Canadian Constitution Acts 
List Price -- $b.2b 
Our Price -- $3. 7b 

bwan and Keiter/ Contracts 
List Price -- $44. 9b 
Our Price -- $39. bU 

Waddams/ Contracts 
List Price -- $bb.UU 
Our Price -- $3b.7b 

Flemming/ Torts 
List Price -- $29. bll 
Our Price -- $2b.UU 

Wright and Linden/Cnd. Tort 
Law 

List Price -- $39. 9b 
Our Price -- $3b.lb 

Mendes L»a Costa/Property 
Law 

List Price -- $48. bU 
Our price -- $42. 7U 

Jjawson/Oracles of the Law 
List Price -- $2b.UU 
Our Price -- $22. UU 

btuart and Leslisle/ Learn- 
ing Canadian Crim. Law 
List Price -- $39. bU 
Our Price -- $34. bU 



Cont*d on p. 8 



8 Wuid Novi 



BAR SCHOOL 

Cont'd from p. 5 

number of students are not 
well acquainted with the 
"nuts and bolts" aspects oi 
procedural and substantive 
law. The cause of this 
lacunae is that certain law 
faculties in Quebec func- 
tion under a premise that 
is in complete contradic- 
tion to "Le Comite's" as- 
sumptions. Those law fac- 
ulties believe that valu- 
able time need not be spent 
studying the mechanics of 
the rules as they are ade- 
quately covered during the 
bar training courses. 

"This state of affairs 
leads one to ask some fun- 
damental questions: "Should 
the legal curriculum pres- 
ently being offered by law 
faculties undergo modifica- 
tion in conjunction and 
contemporaneously with the 
changes being proposed by 
"La Comite ".V will these 
two bodies not operate at 
cross -purposes, and the end 
results be lawyers poorly 
trained in the mechanics of 
our legal system?" 

The Law Students Asso- 
ciation, through its "bar 
Review Committee", is 
presently investigating 

these issues, as well as 
others raised by the reform 
proposals. This Committee 
intends to submit a posi- 
tion paper to "La Comite de 
Formation professionnelle 
Uu barreau uu Cbebec in 
response to their suggested 
reform. 

The members of the Lb A 
committee are: Richard 

Janda, Jill hugessen, 
iviarie -France Leduc, bettina 
Rarpel, Yves bimard, and 
Mitchell Marcus. 

Members of the student 
body are strongly encour- 
aged to get in touch with 
any (or all) of the above- 
named to provide views or 
queries regarding "La Co- 
mite's" recommendations. 



Criminal Law Croup 
Presents 

Me. Julio Feris 
bpeaking on 

"The Practicalities of 
Practice in Criminal Law" 

Thursday, November 8th, 
13:00 noon in the Common 
Room. 

une constitution 

Cont’d from p. 1. 

Troisidmement, le proj 
fesseur Morin a suggere 

que le Ouebec aurait inte- 
ret a adopter une constitu- 
tion nouvelle qui rassem- 
blerait les donnees essen- 
tielles de sa constitution 
actuelle, tout en y incor- 
porant des elements nou- 
veaux. On pourrait trouver 
notamment une definition du 
"statut du pouvoir", une 
Charte des droits et liber - 
tes individuelles ainsi que 
la reconnaissance de cer- 
tains droits collectifs et 
socio-economiques. Notre 
invite a precise que, ^selon 
lui, il serait preferable 
que le contenue exact d'une 
telle constitution soit le 
resultat d'un processus 
consultatit relativement 

long. Lntin, le projet de 
loi constituttonnnel pour- 
rait etre presente a la 
population par le biais ae 
referendum avant d'etre 
adopte par l'Assemblee 
Nation ale. 

Finalement, M. Morin a 
ajoute qu'il serait pos- 
sible d'envisager une ior- 
mule d'amendement dont la 
procedure s'avererait plus 
formelle ou, si on veut, 
plus "exigeante" que la 
simple adoption d'une loi 
par la legislature. Ainsi, 
un amendement de la consti- 
tution se realiserait, a 
titre d'exemple, par la 
voie reterendaire ou bien 
par l'assentiment d'une 
majorite rentorcee des 
deputes a Ouebec. Le 



professeur Morin a bien 
reconnu que des formules 
d'amendement^ semblables 
revenaient a dire "en 
termes constitutionnels" 
que la legislature peut 
effectivement se lier 
elle-meme. 11 souligna 

d'ailleurs qu'il existe 
deja une jurisprudence a 
cet effet (notamment en 
Australie) qui, croit-il, 
pourrait s'appliquer ici. 

Remarquons^ bien que M. 
.viorin a cherche a demontrer 
qu'une nouvelle constitu- 
tion quebecoise telle gu'il 
l'a envisagee pourrait etre 
adoptee dans le cadre du 
systeme constitutionnel 

canadien tel qu'il existe a 
l'heure actuelle. Pour 

ceux qui aimeraient en 
savoir davantage, M. Morin 
traitera prochainement de 
ce meme theme dans le 
McCill Law Journal, et, 
cette tois, ^e fagon 
exhaustive. 

Chris Atchison 
BCL I 



bookstore 

Cont'd from p. 7 

Magnet/ Constitutional Law 
List Price -- $44. yb 
Our Price -- $3y.b0 

Totals : 

List Price -- $373. bb 
Our price -- $303. 4U 

Total bavings in One bemes- 
ter -- $71. lb 

The bookstore now oc- 
cupies part oi the basement 
of the new law faculty 
building at 3b47 Peel 
btreet (entrance via the 
side door). The operating 
hours are from noon until 
13h3U, Mondays and Wednes- 
days until mid -November. 



